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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to the amendment filed on 12/30/04. The Applicant filed 
Affidavit under 37 C.F.R 1.131 to overcome the prior art that was used to reject claims 1-14 in 
the last Office Action for this application; however, a new non- final rejection is set forth below. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims i, 4-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Schmelz 
(US Patent 5,628,186). 

Regarding claims 1, 4-9, Schmelz discloses an exhaust-gas cleaning installation for a 
combustion system, comprising: 

a catalytic converter (8) through which exhaust gas from a combustion system can flow; 

a metering device (24) for introducing a reagent (26) into the exhaust gas (see Figure 1); 
and a monitoring unit connected to said metering device for calculating a quantity of NOx 
pollutant emitted from the combustion system per unit time from operationally relevant 
parameters of the combustion system using a functional relationship (see col 3, lines 6-16, 26- 
45); said monitoring unit having an interface to be connected to an external measuring for 
transmitting at least one of the functional relationship and values for the operationally relevant 
parameters in the form of data through said interface between said monitoring unit and the 
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external measuring (see col. 7, lines 53-65), for checking and, if appropriate, correcting the 
functional relationship with the external measuring (see col. 3, lines 8-25, col 4, lines 1-15, 26- 
40, 48-67, col 5, lines 53-67, col, 6, lines 1-3). 

Regarding claim 10, Schmelz further discloses measuring the pollutant in an exhaust gas 
stream upstream of the catalytic converter (see col. 8, lines 1-25). 

Regarding claims 11, 12, Schmelz further discloses performing a pollutant measurement 
(20) in the exhaust-gas stream downstream of the catalytic converter and determining activity of 
the catalytic converter (see col 9, lines 63-67, col 10, lines 1-25). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2, 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schmelz 
(US Patent 5,628,186). 

Regarding claims 2, 3, Schmelz discloses all the claimed limitations as discussed in claim 
1 above; however, fails to disclose that said interface is a plug or screw connection. It is obvious 
for one having ordinary skill in the internal combustion engine art to realize that the Input/Output 
(I/O) unit in a computer includes an interface where a plug or screw connection is utilized for 
attaching an input or output signal wire. 
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Claims 13, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schmelz 
(US Patent 5,628,186) in view ofSawada (US Patent 5,983,629). 

Regarding claims 13, 14, Schmelz discloses all the claimed limitations as discussed in 
claims 11, 12 above, however, fails to disclose emitting a signal to a display device if the catalyst 
activity falls below a fixed value. Sawada teaches that it is conventional in the art, to emit a 
signal to a display device if the catalyst activity falls below a fixed value (see col. 6, lines 1-2). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made, to have utilized the teaching ofSawada in the Schmelz device, since the use 
thereof would have provided a means to signal a malfunction of the catalytic converter to the 
users. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed 
to Examiner Diem Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-4866. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday -Friday from 8:30 a.m- 5:00p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas E. Denion, can be reached on (571) 272-4859. The fax number 
for this group is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
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the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 800-786-9199 (toll- 
free). 
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